Carl B. Mount, M.S., Mining Ecologist
carlmount1@yahoo.com
Cell:
303-704-7543
SUMMARY:
Mr. Mount has more than 35 years of experience in reclamation and permitting of mining and resource development in the
Western United States, Indonesia, and South and Central America. He has extensive experience reviewing and negotiating
permit documents and has conducted hundreds of inspections to ensure that environmental control measures were properly
installed and functioning and that environmental risks and hazards were identified and handled appropriately. He was on
loan to USAID in 2005 to develop and teach a class on environmental auditing techniques to Indonesian government mining
officials and inspectors. He has more than 22 years of experience (16 as supervisor) with Colorado State government in the
Coal and Minerals Programs of the Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety. During that time, he lead multidisciplinary teams that permitted, inspected and enforced permit conditions on half the active mineral mines in Colorado.
He was the lead specialist for all Colorado oil shale operations, the Colorado State Oil Shale Coordinator (3 years), lead
contact for uranium in-situ mines, and principal contact for international governmental interest in the Colorado Minerals
Program. He has developed and reviewed mine plans, developed cost-effective mitigation of environmental situations, and
calculated reclamation performance bonds. He is a skilled negotiator in situations with multiple stakeholders and agencies.
This experience made him an expert in the requirements for obtaining governmental permits and licenses that costeffectively lessened risk and met environmental goals. His extensive knowledge of mining equipment, techniques and costs
enables him to propose resource development solutions that are cost effective, practical and meet compliance goals.
EDUCATION:
BA, Environmental Biology, University of Colorado
MS/MSc, Range Ecology (Mined Land Reclamation), Colorado State University
Training in: underground safety, surface mining safety, practical underground and surface mining techniques, equipment
and methods, collection, preservation and transport of evidence, water sampling strategies and methods, air sampling
methods, plant and soil measurements, and geochemistry, among others.
Languages: English, Spanish
PROJECT EXPERIENCE:
2012-2013, Study of Tailing Pond Closure Cover for EPA, USFS, and Washington State Regulatory Authority
Investigated closure cover strategies used for reactive tailing material in various parts of the world as well as species
characteristics with regards to rooting depth and other ecological needs. Primary author for justification of using a certain
type of monolithic soil cover and vegetation, including select tree species, to provide a final cover strategy for the tailing
material to establish an effective and sustainable vegetative community.
2012-2013, Legal and Environmental Due Diligence and Audit, Confidential Client, Perú
Performed an internal environmental due diligence for top management to assess risk at a major copper and gold mine.
Responsibilities included interviewing key personnel and field investigations to define present and developing major
environmental risks. Close coordination with the legal team was required to assess operational performance and
environmental management systems in place at the mine against local and international environmental performance
standards, industry accepted best management practices, and company policies. An action list was provided to the client to
rate and prioritize actions to solve problems identified.
2012, Create and Present Legal and Regulatory Implications Section of Water Balance Short Course, MWH Denver
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Researched, compiled and presented legal and regulatory considerations revolving around mine and processing site water
balances. Responsibilities included researching international and North American regulations and best management
practices and the implications of neglecting proper calculation and timely updating of mine and processing area water
balances. Case studies were found, investigated and presented.
2011-2012, Permitting Support and Safety Plans, Environmental and Social Impact Assessment, Perú
Responsible for creating and compiling adequacy review responses for the client to adequately answer questions from the
Ministerio de Energía y Minas (the primary permitting agency). Responsibilities included helping define what items were
necessary to include in a response and determining what level of response would be appropriate given the reclamation
requirements and environmental performance standards. Also reviewed on site safety plans to ensure proper and realistic
process descriptions and communicate safety needs for MWH personnel conducting geotechnical data collection studies.
2011, Technical Support, Reclamation Scenario Planning for EPA Compliance, Arizona
Responsible for reporting effects on large US copper surface mines of upcoming environmental regulations to the client in
support of planning for upcoming EPA rulemaking. Responsibilities included defining necessary closure activities according
to US court decisions and those activities ordered by the EPA at the Questa Mine in New Mexico. Other responsibilities
included estimating costs for earthwork, water management, and facility closure. Performed responsibilities were
communication and coordination among project team members, planning meeting participation, scheduling, principal report
author, and written document and oral presentation creation and quality control.
2011, Project Manager, Gold Exploration Permitting, California federal land
Compiled and modified permits to fulfill BLM requirements for mines and prospects in the Western United States. Permits
included project descriptions, plans of operations, reclamation plans and reclamation bonding calculations and forms.
Following subcontractor coordination, incorporated reports as necessary into permits. Contact and negotiate with BLM to
gain permit approval.
2010, Assistant Project Manager, Environmental and Social Impact Assessment Creation, Perú
Responsible for reporting progress and management progress and problems to a client in English while conducting regular
project communications with the client in Spanish. Interfaced with Program Management resources in the US and
subcontractors including technical data collection and external expert reviewers. Performed responsibilities required to
communicate and coordinate among project team, facilitate scheduling, gap analysis, risk and trend identification and
written document quality control, including progress reports.
2010, Project Manager, Evaluate Closure Plans and Assist in Study Design of Closure Techniques, Guatemala
Evaluated site-wide closure plans and techniques at a gold mine in Guatemala. Suggested changes in operations plans to
more cost-effectively plan for closure. A study design was proposed for demonstrating innovative and effective closure
techniques that would achieve more socially useful post-mining goals.
2009-2010, Project Manager, Update Environmental Protection Plan, Colorado
Reviewed, compiled and modified plans and documents to fulfill Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety
requirements including environmental protection facilities, monitoring schemes, and emergency response plans.
2008, Project Manager, Gold Exploration Permitting, Nevada
Compiled and modified permits to fulfill BLM and USFS requirements in the Western United States. Permits included project
descriptions, plans of operations, reclamation plans and reclamation bonding calculations and forms.
Following
subcontractor coordination, incorporated reports as necessary into permits.
2008 and 2011, Support, Cerro Verde Tailing Storage Facility, Freeport McMoRan Copper & Gold Inc, Perú
Reviewed and identified candidate methods for closure of tailings storage and other facilities (TSF) in extremely dry
environments. Developed aspects of final closure cover design for an 8.5 square mile tailing storage facility in the Atacama
Desert. Reviewed applicability of Peruvian Governmental requirements for TSF closure and proposed conceptual
reclamation plan to fit existing environmental conditions.
2006, Develop Training Program and Consult on Waste Disposal, Training on Environmental Auditing, Indonesia
Developed and taught a week-long short course on Environmental Auditing of Regulatory Programs. Presented the course
in cooperation with USAID and Indonesian regulatory personnel. Consulted with personnel of the Indonesian Geologic
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Research and Development Center in Bandung, Java on proper siting, foundation preparation, and hydrologic
considerations of landfill type waste dumps.

2005, Presentation Development, Presentation on Colorado Mine Regulatory Process, Scotland, Chile, Colorado
Developed and presented a program covering environmental regulatory compliance for mine sites in Colorado for a
continuing legal education course at the University of Dundee in Scotland. Invited speaker for mining and regulatory forums
in Chile and government and private venues in Colorado.
1992-2008, Supervisor, Senior Reclamation Specialist/Reclamation Specialist, State of Colorado
• Conduct and supervise hundreds of inspections on a wide variety of metal/non-metal active mine sites to ensure
that environmental protection measures were properly installed and working.
• Supervised up to eight multi-disciplinary professionals plus support staff to manage environmental regulation of
over 900 active mineral mines and prospects (1992-2008).
• Assured quality control among team members and the Minerals Program (1992-2008).
• Interpreted the law and regulations to help create and implement policies of the DRMS to assure practical
application of the law (1992-2008).
• State Oil Shale Coordinator (2005-2008).
• Principal Contact for International Government Interests (2004-2008).
• Primary Reclamation Specialist Trainer for the Minerals Program (2004-2008).
• State lead for Uranium In-Situ Recovery Projects (2006-2008).
• Negotiated with and educated key stakeholders on the Minerals Regulatory Program to define jurisdictions and
guide stakeholders through regulatory processes (1996-2008).
• Identified jurisdictional conflicts and overlaps and conducted gap analyses among laws to reduce private industry
exposure to overlapping regulations (1998-2008).
• Appeared in court as an expert witness to prosecute or defend DRMS actions (1994-2008).
• Presented evidence before the Colorado Mined Land Reclamation Board monthly and guided problem solution to
ensure fair, adequate, and consistent enforcement (1992-2008).
1986-2008, Estimator, Reclamation Bond Estimation
Reviewed mining and reclamation plans to determine maximum risk exposure to the State of Colorado. Calculated bond
amount required for the State to accomplish reclamation and return the mined area to beneficial use. Negotiated mining
and reclamation plans with operators. Inspected ongoing mining operations and reviewed bonding amounts to ensure
sufficiency of bond.
1983-1986, Field Coordinator, Phillips Seeding and Reclamation
Field crew leader for planning and implementation of reclamation plans on resource development and energy transmission
projects in the Western US. Planned, scheduled, performed work on and operated heavy equipment to implement
reclamation plans in Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, Montana, Wyoming, and Nevada.
1981-1983, Environmental Consultant, Stearns-Roger Engineering Corporation
Responsibilities included sampling for compliance and baseline data collection, planning, and permitting mining and energy
developments. Characterized waste streams and closure options for a high-level nuclear waste storage facility. Conducted
sampling and reporting for compliance with air and water quality laws.
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Concerns raised over King II coal mine
dump site
Residents ask for additional monitoring for lead, mercury
By Jonathan Romeo Herald staff writer
Keywords: La Plata County, Coal, Mining, Environmental
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“My neighbors have it a lot worse than I do,” said Gary Grantham, as he watches three
semitrailer go down County Road 120 in front of his home on Wednesday. Grantham and his
neighbors have had to put up with increased traffic on the road as Grupo Cementos de
Chihuahua Energy continues to expand operations at the King II coal mine near Hesperus.
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esidents concerned with groundwater contamination from waste disposed by King II
coal mine have prompted state officials to test for potentially volatile compounds such
as lead and mercury.

Since 2007, King II, operated by Grupo Cementos de Chihuahua Energy, has been dumping its
mining waste at the operation’s previous site, King I, further east on County Road 120 in
Hesperus.
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Under the mine’s permit with the state, compounds such as lead, mercury, arsenic and cadmium
have never been tested at the waste site – a surface impoundment exposed to the elements.

Coroner's Report

However, when King II disclosed in the Environmental Protection Agency’s Toxic Release
Inventory (TRI) that nearly 750 pounds of toxic material was added to the waste pile in 2014,
residents in Hay Gulch grew concerned about the potential impacts to the water table.
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“It could be very, very leachable,” said Gary Grantham, who has lived along County Road 120
since 1998. “Anyone down from the mine could definitely be affected. In fact, we already know
there are wells in that part of the county that have heavy-metal contamination, but we just don’t
know if it’s from the mine. Until we have a better understanding of what’s being disposed of, it’s
hard to know what’s going on.”
That day appears to be coming soon. Grantham and several of his neighbors asked the Division
of Reclamation Mining & Safety for additional monitoring of King II’s disposal site, and the
agency agreed.
“We received some concerns over the last several months,” said Daniel Hernandez, a senior
environmental protection specialist. “We took a look at those concerns and said, ‘Yeah, we need
to take a look at that.’”
Hernandez said the agency is likely to include testing for a wider range of compounds in a
revised permit with King II by March 31, a process that would include a public comment
period. Testing could begin as soon as April, he said.
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“It’s over and above what we’ve done in the past,” Hernandez said.
Residents caught on to the fact King II was disposing lead and mercury because of a slip-up on
the coal mine operator’s part, according to GCC Energy Vice President Trent Peterson.

8. One injured in La Plata County crash
9. Half of La Plata County caucuses failed to vote in
DA race
10. Thursday Durango Dayplanner

“All coal extraction and beneficiation activities performed at the King II mine are exempt from
the TRI program. … because of this, GCCE has never reported any toxic releases until 2014,”
Peterson wrote in an email. “The 2014 TRI reports … were submitted due to an error on the
applicability determination. GCCE plans to withdraw the previously submitted 2014 TRI
reports.”
The EPA report shows King II disposed of 742 pounds of lead and 5 pounds of mercury in
2014. Peterson added the “mercury content was incorrectly reported in the TRI report and
should have been 0.00527 pounds instead of 5 pounds.”
Regardless, the fact King II was not required to report its production-related waste to either
state or federal agencies in previous years has community members disturbed. “It’s scary to me
they don’t have to report,” said Cynthia Roebuck, executive director of SWCO Advocates. “It
makes me wonder what else is being deposited there besides what accidentally got reported this
year.”
Hernandez said King II is in compliance with its permit. The state agency first approved the
dump site at King I in 1991. He said based on available information, the depth to the
groundwater below the refuse disposal area at King I is about 250 feet to 300 feet.
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“To date, we know of no adverse impacts to groundwater,” he said.
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Mary Jo Hopper · Durango, Colorado
What does it say about King Coal when admit the public and residents only found out
about this because of a slip up on their part. Ubelieveable!!!
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Daniel Murray
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Daniel Murray <Daniel.Murray@co.laplata.co.us>
Monday, March 21, 2016 3:34 PM
luke@ldanielsonlaw.com
Mykalla Higgins; Damian Peduto
RE: Letter from Luke Danielson

Luke,
In response to the question in your letter, the activity at King I is not contemplated within the pending Class II land use
permit. A separate Class II land use permit and corresponding public process is warranted for the King I site.
I hope this answers your question.
Regards,
Daniel Murray, AICP
Senior Planner | La Plata County
970.382.6268
**NOTE: Community Development Services have moved to 211 Rock Point Drive in the Durango Tech Center. We look
forward to serving you in our new location.** MAP OF NEW LOCATION

From: Mykalla Higgins [mailto:mykalla@ldanielsonlaw.com]
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2016 2:19 PM
To: Daniel Murray; Damian Peduto
Subject: Letter from Luke Danielson

Please find the attached letter from
Mykalla Higgins
Legal Assistant
Law Office of Luke J. Danielson, P.C..
219 North Iowa St., Suite A
Gunnison, Colorado 81230
Phone: (970) 641-4605
Fax: (970) 641-4439
E-mail:mykalla@ldanielsonlaw.com

Information contained in this email may be confidential or protected by the attorney-client privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that you must not read this transmission and that any disclosure, copying, printing, distribution or use of any of the information contained in or
attached to this transmission is prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify me immediately by e-mail and delete the original
transmission
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DIVISION

OS

RECLAMATION
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COLORADO DIVISION OF RECLAMATION MINING AND SAFETY
1313 Sherman Street Room 215 Denver Colorado 80203 303 866 3567

SAFETY

NOTICE OF VIOLATION
NOV No

CV2012003

Mine

King Coal Mine

Permit No

C1981 035

County

La Plata

Type of Mine
Operator If

Underground

Permittee

GCC Energy LLC

Mail Address

6473 County Road 120
Hesperus CO 81326

DateTime of

Wednesday March 21 2012

Inspection

30 a
11
m to 2
05 p
m

Other than

Permittee
Mail Address

Inspector

E
Marcia L Talvitie P

Person Served

Tom Bird

Served by

Signature ofAuthorized Representative of the
Division ofReclamation Mining and Safety
Signature ofPerson Served

Please Print Name and Title
CERTIFIED MAIL NO

Date and Time of Service

7008 3230 00002 7252 5356

April 5 2012 11
30 AM

has conducted an inspection of the
above mine and has made the findings stated in the attached schedule and has found violations of the
Colorado Surface Coal Mining Reclamation Act or violations of required permit conditions listed in the
attached schedule This notice constitutes a separate notice of violation for each violation listed

The Division of

the Division

Reclamation Mining and Safety

You must abate each of these violations within the

designated abatement

time

Where the remedial

action requires submission of plans the plans are to be submitted to the Division within the designated
time You are responsible for doing all work in a safe manner in compliance with all applicable laws
and regulations
The

undersigned finds

that cessation of

mining

is

is not

X

expressly or in practical effect

required by this notice For this purpose mining means extracting coal from the earth or from a waste
pile and transporting it within or from the mine site

S 1973 3433 123
R
C
8 provides for imposition of civil penalties of up to 5
000 for each violation
and

provides

that each

day

of continuing violation may be deemed

Important Please read the reverse side ofthis page

a

separate violation

2

IMPORTANT Please read carefully
1

Informal Hearing at Site

If this notice requires cessation of mining
expressly or in practical effect but not otherwise it will expire automatically 30 days after service upon
you unless within that time a an informal hearing on the cessation has been held at or near the site or
b the operator has waived the holding of such a hearing The hearing will be presided over by
representatives of the Division other than the representative who issued the order Temporary relief from
the order may not be requested at such hearing Your right to a formal review is not affected by any
Expiration

Date of Notice

waiver on your part of an informal hearing
2

Formal Review and Temporary Relief

The operator has the legal right to a review of this notice of
violation in a public hearing before the Colorado Mined Land Reclamation Board You may apply for
review by submitting a request for review within 90 days of the issuance of this order The request for
review must be submitted to Colorado Mined Land Reclamation Board 1313 Sherman Street Room
215 Denver Colorado 80203

If you request a formal hearing you may request temporary relief from this notice of violation pending
hearing but the filing of a request for review does not operate as a stay of any order or notice
Procedures in this regard are found in C
S 1973 3433 124
R
3

Penalties If you fail to correct any of the violations described in this notice within the period permitted
for its correcting a minimum penalty of 750
00 or more must be assessed for each day during which the
s continues beyond the abatement period set forth in this notice
violation

If you willfully and knowingly fail or refuse to comply with a condition of a permit you will be subject
to criminal prosecution and will upon conviction be punished by a fine of not more than 10
00 or
000
by imprisonment for not more than one year or both
In accordance with Section 3
04 of the Rules and Regulations of the Colorado Mined Land
5
1
Reclamation Board for Coal Mining within 15 days of service of a notice of violation or cessation

order you may submit written information about the violation to the Division The Division shall
consider any information so submitted in determining the facts surrounding the violation and the
amount of civil penalty to be proposed under Section 3
04
5
2
4

Effect on Permit In addition if it is determined that a pattern of violations exists and that the violations
were caused by unwarranted failure to comply or were willful your permit may be suspended or
revoked

NOV FORM

97
3

SCHEDULE TO NOTICE OF VIOLATION
Notice of Violation No CV2012 003
NATURE OF VIOLATION

Failure to dispose of Coal Mine Waste in compliance with the King Coal Permit No C 1981 035 and with the
Regulations of the Colorado Mined Land Reclamation Board for Coal Mining
ACT REGULATION OR PERMIT PROVISION
S VIOLATED
ACT

S
SECTION

d 121
2
121
e
2

S
REGULATIONSECTION
PERMIT

S
SECTION

09 2
4
1
09 4
4
10 4
11

05 page 4
2
4

PORTION OF THE OPERATION TO WHICH THIS NOTICE APPLIES

Coal Mine Waste from the King II Mine has been used to backfill the King I Mine tipple area highwall and benches as

observed during the Division
s March 21 2012 inspection The configuration of placement differs from that described

in the permit and no supporting documentation has been provided to show that the Coal Mine Waste was designed
placed and inspected in accordance with the performance standards of Sections 1
09 2
4
09 4
4
10 and 4
11

STEPS NECESSARY TO ABATE VIOLATION REMEDIAL ACTION
Abatement

Step

Description

Dispose of all Coal Mine Waste in compliance with Rules 1
09 2
4
09 4
4
10 and 4
11

1

TIME FOR ABATEMENT NOT MORE THAN 90 DAYS
ON OR BEFORE May 31 2012
Abatement

Step

Due Date

1

May 31

2012

