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La Plata County Board of County Commissioners – Site Visit 
GCC Energy King II Mine & County Roads 

May 18, 2016 
Itinerary 

 
NOTE: This site visit is for the benefit of the BOCC and their upcoming public hearing on May 31, 2016 regarding 
the GCC Energy King II Mine.  This site visit has been publically noticed, and the public is welcome to attend.  
Radios for each vehicle will be provided to the extent they are available. The public is encouraged to carpool.   
 
11:45 – Meet in CAB parking lot 
 
12:00 - 12:45 Depart in County Vehicles: 

a. Equinox – Commissioner Lachelt, Adam Smith, Victoria Schmitt 
b. Prius or Blake’s vehicle – Commissioner Blake, Sheryl Rogers,  
c. Tahoe – Commissioner Westendorff, Daniel Murray, Joe Kerby 
d. Damian Peduto in personal vehicle 
e. Jim Davis in personal vehicle  
f. N 120 Neighbors in personal vehicle 
g. GCC representatives in personal vehicle 

 
Site Visit Locations 

1. 12:45 – 12:50 Intersection of North CR 120 and SH 140, stop to observe:  
a. Bus stop sign, existing pull-off, condition of asphalt.   
b. A truck pull-off area is not part of the King II land use permit.  Any formal approval for GCC to 

utilize land for such a purpose will need a separate land use permit. 
c. Opportunity for site visit attendees to consolidate into fewer vehicles. 

 
2. 12:50 - 1:00 90 degree curve, stop to observe: 

a. Trucks traveling around curve, site distance, grade adjacent to ditch 
b. Recent addition of paving on exterior of curve and extended ditch culvert as part of interim 

measures. 
c. Phase 3 (2017) road improvement to realign and repave corner (~1,500’) 

 
3. 1:00 – 1:05 1326 CR 120 Derek Snyder property, stop to observe: 

a. Fence frequently damaged due to accidents in the winter  
b. Condition of asphalt, road width, drop off along fence/minimal shoulder  
c. Phase 4 (2020) includes reconstruction of existing paved 2.6 mile section  

 
4. 1:05 – 1:15 Top of Hill, stop to observe: 

a. Grade of road, site distance, condition of asphalt, trucks climbing and descending hill and noise 
and dust generated from trucks.   

b. July 1, 2015 the BOA granted a variance to maintain the existing 8.8% grade for a ~2,500’ portion 
of CR 120 (which exceeds the max 8% grade requirement of the LPLUC).   

 
5. 1:15 – Entrance to Cougar Mesa Estates, staff to point out homes in Cougar Mesa as driving by 

 
6. 1:15 – 1:40 2541 CR 120 McCue Residence, stop and get out of vehicles: 

a. Go on walking tour of property with Cynthia Roebuck, representative of landowner (Cynthia has 
been instructed to remain silent). 

b. From front porch, observe truck traffic and associated noise and dust. Also note that trucks and 
home windows have actual line of sight. From walking tour and front porch, observe location of 
existing road and the overall context of traffic contrasted with the home. 

c. Phase 1 (2016) temporary road paving will occur within the existing gravel road alignment from 
McQue to Hunzeker. Staff to also show BOCC unsuccessful previous temporary paving.  
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d. Reconstructed road alignment (ROW) and re-paving as part of Phase 2 (2017) will be determined 
based on further engineering (upon issuance of a land use permit).  Improvement spans 2 miles 
from McQue to King I.  At this time the plans are conceptual road plans, and therefore the final 
road alignment and ROW are to be determined.   

e. Buffering improvements (wall, fence and/or landscaping) will be located on private property and 
available to the property owner up until complete of phase 5 road improvements.  Location of 
buffering is also conceptual at this time and will be established upon further design.   

 
7. 1:40 – Entrance to Hidden Ridge Ranch, point out as driving by 

a. Poor line of sign at entrance, steep grade of road downhill, and location of existing well 
b. Based on public comment, there is consideration to realign the road further to the south and ideally 

no further north than the existing alignment.  There is also a concern with potential for additional 
line of sight obstruction from McCue buffering wall. 

 
8. 1:45 – 2:10 3230 CR 120 Hunzeker Residence, stop and get out of vehicles: 

a. Go on walking tour of property with Cynthia Roebuck, representative of landowner (Cynthia has 
been instructed to remain silent). Note proximity of trucks to front gate, observe truck traffic and 
associated noise and dust, property topography which results in difficulty in locating buffering 
wall, overall context of traffic contrasted with the home.   

b. Phase 1 (2016) temporary road paving will occur within the existing gravel road alignment from 
McQue to Hunzeker. Staff to also show BOCC unsuccessful previous temporary paving.  

c. Reconstructed road alignment (ROW) and re-paving as part of Phase 2 (2017) will be determined 
based on further engineering (upon issuance of a land use permit).  Improvement spans 2 miles 
from McQue to King I.  At this time the plans are conceptual road plans, and therefore the final 
road alignment and ROW are to be determined.   

d. Buffering improvements (wall, fence and/or landscaping) will be located on private property and 
available to the property owner up until complete of phase 5 road improvements.  Location of 
buffering is also conceptual at this time and will be established upon further design.   

e. Note Hunzeker truck parking space and its proximity to road. 
 

9. 2:15 – 3701 CR 120 Krall Residence, point out as driving by: 
a. This residence has received all the same public notice.  They have not been actively involved in the 

planning process. 
 

10. 2:15 – 2:20 King I Mine, stop to observe: 
a. King I is not currently part of the King II land use permit application.  There is recognition that 

King II utilizes King I for disposal of waste rock and that such an activity needs to be evaluated as 
part a separate land use permit application.      

b. Phase 5, (2022) includes widening, regrading, and paving of gravel portion from King I to King II 
(2 miles) 

 
11. 2:25 – 3:45 Arrive at King II Coal Mine, park in upper parking lot: 

a. GCC will lead a tour of surface operations.  Observation points include upper parking lot, mine 
ventilation fan, mine main portal entrance, belt portal and return air portal, conveyor structures and 
coal stockpiles, scale house, truck staging area, and sedimentation pond. 

 
12. 3:45 – 5:30 Begin drive home via South CR 120 and CR 119, point out as driving: 

a. Intersection of CR 120 & CR 116 
b. Grade of hill on South CR 120 in excess of 8% (we will travel back this way) 
c. Travel south on CR 119 – intersection with CR 119 & SH 140 at Kline 
d. Then north on SH 140, Left onto South CR 120 – Intersection with CR 120 & SH 140, density of 

houses, two 90 degree curves 
e. Back track onto CR 120 North in reverse 

5:30 – Back at CAB 






















