AGENDA FOR BOARD DISCUSSION TIME
December 6, 2017, 8:30 a.m.
Board Room

Discussions with Department Heads & Elected Officials:

1.

Commissioners only - discussion and updates

2.

Community engagement strategy – Meghan Graham

3.

Opioid litigation – Gwen Lachelt
Break

4.

Board & commission liaison assignments/Chair/Vice-Chair – Joanne
Spina

5.

Signature Authority on Facilities License Agreements – Sheryl Rogers

6.

Commissioners’ Schedules update

7.

Board discussion & updates with Joanne Spina

8.

Board discussion & updates with Sheryl Rogers

9.

Board discussion & updates with Chuck Stevens
Adjourn

2017 BOCC Liaison/Board/
Committee Assignments - revised
COMMISSIONER BRAD BLAKE
County Liaison Boards

Outside Boards & Commissions

Fair Board
Clerk & Recorder
Surveyor's Office
Undesirable Plant & Rodent Advisory
Commission

Region 9 Economic Development
La Plata County Economic Development Alliance
SW (Region 9) Workforce Development Board
SW Regional Transportation Board (SWTPR)

COMMISSIONER GWEN LACHELT
County Liaison Boards
Outside Boards & Commissions
Assessor's Office
Extension Office

San Juan Basin Health Dept. Board
Housing Solutions for the Southwest
Durango Public Library Advisory Board
Thrive! Living Wage Coalition
Board Appts. By Other Jurisdictions
Southwest Regional Advisory Commission Oil & Gas
Sub-Group
National Association of Counties (NACo) Energy,
Environment and Land Use Steering Committee
Southwest Colorado Council of Governments

COMMISSIONER JULIE WESTENDORFF
County Liaison Boards
Outside Boards & Commissions
Treasurer's Office
Sheriff's Office
Coroner's Office

Regional Housing Alliance Board (RHA)
Area Agency on Aging (AAA)
Asset Seizure Board

District Attorney's Office

Durango-La Plata County Airport Commission
Board Appts. By Other Jurisdictions
CO Commission on Indian Affairs (CCIA)
CO State Board of Human Services
Colorado Extension Advisory Council (CEAC)

Appendix A

MEMORANDUM

Date:
To:
From:
RE:

December 4, 2017
Board of County Commissioners
Sheryl Rogers and Mark McKibben
Signature Authority on Facilities License Agreements

Under La Plata County Policy III.4 adopted in 2004, the Board delegated authority for the execution
of contracts to certain appointed officials, including the General Services Director. However, the
authority for the General Services Director is limited to Fairgrounds contracts. As the Board is
aware, the County recently regained possession of the National Guard Armory building located at
238 Girard. While the property was in the possession of the National Guard, the National Guard
allowed many community organizations use of the building or the parking lot. Many of these users
wish to continue the relationship and many of the events are short in duration with little liability
exposure to the County. As such, lease agreements or IGAs seem too extensive for the
contemplated use and a license or facility use agreement is more appropriate. Staff seeks direction
from the Board for use of the type of agreement attached hereto and for signature authority for the
General Services Director. Policy III.4 will either be updated or eliminated in 2018 with the
development of the new Procurement Code.

1060 E. 2nd Avenue, Suite 140
Durango, Colorado 81301
(970) 382-8600

THIS AGREEMENT HAS IMPORTANT LEGAL CONSEQUENCES. THE PARTIES
SHOULD CONSULT LEGAL COUNSEL BEFORE SIGNING.
LICENSE AGREEMENT FOR LA PLATA COUNTY ARMORY FACILITY
This License Agreement (this “License”) is made and entered into this _____ day of
December, 2017 by and between the BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF THE
COUNTY OF LA PLATA, STATE OF COLORADO, 1060 E. 2nd Avenue, Durango CO 81301
(the “County”) and Durango Fire & Rescue (“Licensee”).
BACKGROUND

A. Whereas, the County is the owner of certain real property known as the La Plata County
Armory located in La Plata County, Colorado at 283 Girard Street, Durango, Colorado
81303 (the “Armory”).
B. Whereas, Licensee participates and volunteers their services to Project Merry Christmas,
which is a volunteer organization whose purpose is to assist children, families, seniors,
and disabled persons in La Plata County, who experience shortcomings during the
Christmas holiday. Licensee participates by gathering receiving donated gifts and items
on certain dates, sorting gifts to be delivered, and delivering the gifts to recipient families
on Christmas Eve.
C. Whereas, Licensee wishes to use the Armory to collect donated gifts on certain dates, sort
gifts for delivery, and load gifts to be delivered.
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing background information and for other
valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, the
following grants, agreements, covenants, and restrictions are made:
AGREEMENT

1. Grant of License. The County grants to Licensee this License for the use and/or
occupancy of the La Plata County Armory designated in paragraph 2 below.
2. Facilities. This License shall include the following areas in the Armory (“Premises”) as
to be determined by and mutually agreed upon by the Parties:

3. Use and/or Occupancy of Facilities. Licensee shall use and/or occupy the Facility only
for the following purposes:
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The Premises shall only be used for storing, sorting, and delivery staging area of donated
gifts from Project Merry Christmas by Licensee’s agents, employees, contractors, guests
or invitees. Licensee shall not permit the Premises to be used for any other purposes.
Specifically, Licensee will use the Premises to receive donated gifts from Project Merry
Christmas on December 13th, 18th, and 22nd of 2017. On these dates, gifts will be
dropped off by Project Merry Christmas and received by Licensee at the Armory.
Additionally, on December 22, 2017, Licensee will use the Armory during normal
business hours to sort gifts in preparation for delivery for Christmas.
On December 23, 2017, Licensee will use the Armory as a staging area to deliver gifts,
throughout the County.
In no event shall the Licensee enter, use, and/or occupy any area, part, service or facility
of the Armory, other than the area authorized and the times specified under this License,
without first obtaining written approval and consent from the County.
4. Term of License. Licensee shall use and/or occupy the Facility between the following
times:
Start: December 13, 2017 at 8:00 am
End: December 23, 2017 at 8:00 pm
.

5. Assignment and Sub-Lease: The Licensee shall not assign or sublet the Facilities or
any part thereof, shall not permit any use and/or occupancy of said Facilities other than
herein specified, and shall not assign or sublet this License or any of the rights hereunder
without the written consent of the County. Any attempt to sublet the Facilities or assign
the rights pursuant to this License shall render this License void. This License shall in no
way be construed to create a tenant/landlord relationship between the County and the
Licensee, or between the County and a Vendor, or between the Licensee and a Vendor.
However, this paragraph shall in no way be construed to prevent the Licensee from
entering into agreements with Vendors.
6. Compliance with Applicable Laws: The Licensee’s agents, employees, contractors,
guests or invitees shall comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, and regulation
7. Damaged Facilities: The Licensee shall ensure the Facilities are returned to the County
when this License expires in as good of a condition as when the Licensee or its guests,
invitees, patrons, and Vendors began using and/or occupying the Facilities, reasonable
wear and tear excepted.
8. Termination: This License shall terminate in whole or in part upon the expiration of its
term. Either party may terminate this License at any time for any reason by giving ten (1)
days written notice to the other Party.
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9. Drugs, Alcohol, and Smoking. The use of drugs or controlled substances prohibited by
law or alcoholic beverages is strictly forbidden anywhere on or within the Armory or
anywhere else within the Armory’s premises. Smoking is prohibited in the Armory.
10.

Liability Insurance: At all times during the term of this License, and during any use or
occupancy of the Armory and before such term commences, the Licensee shall at the
Licensee’s expense, obtain and maintain general liability insurance naming the County as
an additional insured.

11.

Release and Governmental Immunity: The Licensee hereby releases the County, its
elected officials, officers, employees and agents from and against any and all liability for
all damages, losses and liabilities resulting directly or indirectly from, on account of, or
in connection with this License. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement,
no term or condition of this Agreement shall be construed or interpreted as a waiver,
express or implied, of any of the immunities, rights, benefits, protections or other
provisions of the Colorado Governmental Immunity Act, § 24-10-101 et seq., C.R.S., as
now existing or hereafter amended (the “CGIA”). Both Parties understand and agree that
liability for claims or injuries to persons or property arising out of negligence of the other
Party, its departments, agencies, boards, officials or employees is controlled and limited
by the provisions of the CGIA, as now existing or hereafter amended.

12.

Choice of Applicable Law: The terms of this License shall be adjudicated pursuant to
Colorado law. In the event any legal action is taken, the forum shall be in La Plata
County. If the County is the prevailing party to any litigation arising out of this Contract,
the County shall be entitled to its costs and fees, including attorney’s fees.

13.

Authority: Each person signing this License in a representative capacity expressly
represents that the signatory has the subject party’s authority to so sign and that the subject
party will be bound by the signatory’s execution of this License.

14.

Waiver: No failure by the County to exercise any right it may have shall be deemed to
be a waiver of that right or of the right to demand exact compliance with the terms of this
License.

15.

Final Agreement: The Licensee agrees to all of the terms and conditions contained
herein. This agreement represent the entire agreement between the parties and shall
supersede any and all prior written agreements. Any and all prior or contemporaneous
oral agreements, understandings and/or statements not contained within this agreement
are null, void and of no effect.
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16.

Notice: Any notice this License requires to be given to the shall be deemed complete
when given to:

For La Plata County:
Joanne Spina
La Plata County Manager
1101 E. 2nd Ave.
Durango, CO 81301
Ph: 970-382-6210
Fx: 970-382-6299
Email:

For Licensee:
Michael Krupa
Battalion Chief Durango Fire
Rescue

Email:

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have set their hands and seals on the day and year
first above written.
COUNTY:

LICENSEE:

___________________________________
La Plata County Armory Representative

___________________________________
Name:
Durango Fire & Rescue

Date:

Date:
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Board of County Commissioners
Julie Westendorff, Chair

●

Gwen Lachelt, Vice Chair

●

Bradford P. Blake, Commissioner
1 1 0 1 E a s t 2 n d Ave
D u r a n g o, C O 8 1 3 0 1
(970) 382-6219

December 12, 2017

The Honorable Senator Michael Bennet
458 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senator Bennet,
We are writing in support of renewed funding for the Children’s Health Insurance Program
(CHIP). Colorado’s program is called Child Health Plan Plus (CHP+). CHP+ has made a
genuine impact on thousands of Colorado kids and their families as well as the pregnant women
the program serves. This program has benefited Colorado’s working families by ensuring their
kids get the healthy start they need to reach their full potential. A failure to extend federal
funding for the program would jeopardize annual coverage for about 90,000 kids and pregnant
women in Colorado. In La Plata County, loss of CHP+ would result in over 970 children and
pregnant women losing their affordable, accessible health insurance coverage.
Like all states that use the program, Colorado has set the rules for how it operates. Here, families
buy into the program through an annual fee and pay co-pays for services, much like private
insurance. Colorado has worked to ensure that the provider network for the program is pediatricfocused, which puts kids’ health first and provides lower cost-sharing options than in private
plans. Research tells us that healthy kids are better learners in school, have fewer absences from
their educational experience, and are better prepared when they enter adulthood.
Simply switching to private insurance isn’t a solution for families who use this program. For
example, the maximum annual enrollment fee for a family on CHP+ is $75 or about $6.25 per
month. Recent studies have shown that out-of-pocket maximums for the working families using
the program would skyrocket if the program goes away, jumping from an average of $789 to as
much as $4,500 annually for a family of three living on $32,484 a year.
CHIP, partnered with Medicaid, has given Colorado the two-pronged approach it needed to help
increase coverage for kids, driving the percent of uninsured Colorado kids to an all-time low of
only 2.5 percent. By bridging the gap for working families who wouldn’t otherwise be able to
afford health insurance for their children, this program represents the difference between a
healthy start and a childhood impacted by little preventive care, poor health, and poor
performance in school.

From a Colorado budget perspective, our state stands to lose $254 million annually in federal
funding if the program is ended. That’s a hole in the state budget that Colorado won’t be able to
close due to constitutionally imposed tax and spending limitations. Colorado’s budget for 2017
– 2018 is already set and includes federal CHIP funding at current rates. Abruptly stopping the
program does not allow state lawmakers to appropriately plan for dramatic changes to
anticipated federal revenue streams, does not give our state government time to implement
thoughtful transitions, and does not give families the time they need to plan ahead.
If the Children’s Health Insurance Program is not funded, CHP+ in Colorado will end on January
31, 2018. We urge you to renew funding for this important program through 2022 at the
currently established levels that have enabled Colorado to implement a successful program. It’s
a strong program with a track record that has proved its value to our country, our state,
Colorado’s working families and, most importantly, the children and pregnant women it serves.
It deserves your attention and support.
Sincerely,
LA PLATA COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Julie Westendorff
Chair

Gwen Lachelt
Vice-Chair

Bradford P. Blake
Commissioner

Board of County Commissioners
Julie Westendorff, Chair

●

Gwen Lachelt, Vice Chair
Commissioner

●

Bradford P. Blake,
1101 East 2 n d Ave
Durang o, CO 81301
(970) 382-6219

December 12, 2017
Via e-mail @ cclementson@blm.gov
Bureau of Land Management
Ms. Connie Clementson
Field Manager
Re: Clarifying the County’s interest in the R&PPA conveyance
Dear Ms. Clementson,
The La Plata County Board of County Commissioners would like to clarify the County’s position
relative to the potential future use of land that would have been conveyed to the County through the
Hermosa Creek Watershed legislation and R&PPA conveyance. We understand the timing of our
request has the potential to impact the pending application for a mineral contract to expand the
Montoya Gravel Pit.
The County continues to support expansion of the Montoya Gravel Pit and submitted a letter of
support to the BLM on Sept 18, 2017. A private land owner has committed to donating land to the
County and City of Durango for the development of a Multi-Event Center at Ewing Mesa.
Therefore, the County does not plan on applying to use that portion of the pit through the R&PPA
application process in the near future. There are approximately 14 acres from the R&PPA
conveyance that overlap with the proposed gravel pit expansion. If the County were to make a
request under the R&PPA for a future use at some point in time, we would exclude the 14-acre area
that overlaps with the gravel pit expansion to avoid any conflict during the life of the permit.
La Plata County appreciates the opportunity to clarify our intent with the BLM as it relates to
proposed actions for the Montoya Gravel Pit expansion and our future plans to develop a MultiEvent Center at Ewing Mesa.

Sincerely,
LA PLATA COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
____________________
Julie Westendorff
Chair

___________________________ ___________________________
Gwen Lachelt
Brad Blake
Vice-Chair
Commissioner

Cc: Joanne Spina, La Plata County Manager
Sheryl Rogers, La Plata County Attorney

Board of County Commissioners
Julie Westendorff, Chair

●

Gwen Lachelt, Vice Chair

●

Bradford P. Blake, Commissioner
1 1 0 1 E a s t 2 n d Ave
D u r a n g o, C O 8 1 3 0 1
(970) 382-6219

December 12, 2017

The Honorable Senator Cory Gardner
354 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senator Gardner:
We are writing in support of House Resolution 918, Veteran Urgent Access to Mental Healthcare
Act, sponsored by Mike Coffman, which won unanimous passage in the House and will now be
considered by the Senate. This Resolution would amend title 38, United States Code, to direct
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to furnish mental health care to certain former members of the
Armed Forces who are not otherwise eligible to receive such care. The amendment would allow
certain former members of the Armed Forces who were discharged under other than honorable
conditions, excepting those who received a dishonorable discharge or a bad conduct discharge, to
receive an initial mental health assessment and to receive mental health services required to treat
the mental health needs of the former member.
Recent research has found that 62% of the more than 90,000 service members who were
discharged in this manner between 2011 and 2015 were diagnosed with post-traumatic stress
disorder, traumatic brain injury, or other physical or behavioral health problems. Having access
to appropriate and affordable mental health care could assist these veterans to deal with their
trauma in a safe and effective manner, thus improving their quality of life and providing them a
path forward in their recovery.
Thank you for your consideration of House Resolution 918 and your support for America’s
veterans.
Respectfully,

Julie Westendorff
Chair

Gwen A. Lachelt
Vice-Chair

Bradford P. Blake
Commissioner

